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that they lost all of their stuff
in those buildings, but if it
had caught their house on
fire, it really would have been
devastating.”

The Kimsey Street fire is
the third structure fire in Union
County in the last two weeks,
which Dyer said was both usual
and unusual.

“This is our housefire
season, when the colder
temperatures move in, January,
February, March,” said Dyer.
“But this is sort of unusual to

have them so close together, so
it is kind of strange, but we are
really proud of the response.”

More than a dozen
volunteer firefighters showed
up to fight the blaze, which is a
terrific turnout, considering that
the fire took place in the middle
of a Friday afternoon.

“We could always use
more volunteers, and any area
needs it,” said Dyer. “We’ve
done a really hard recruitment
program in the last two years,
and it’s paying off, because
we’re getting this response.

“But we still only have

like 68 volunteers, and we
need 100. We need more. So,
anything we can do to get more
people. Most people don’t get
into the Fire Department so
they can do reports or go to pre-
fire plans. It’s exciting — you
get to learn things that nobody
else gets to learn, and you get
to do things that nobody really
gets to do.

“Every one of those
firemen got to go home that
day and say, ‘Guess what? I
went to a structure fire.” There’s
not many people that even get
to see one, much less go and

respond and get to put it out.
And the bottom line is, you’re
helping your community.

“We go to things more
than just fires: car wrecks,
medical calls, hazmat. And
there’s going to be a day to
where you’re going to come

up and your actions are going
to save somebody’s life.”

At press time Monday,
investigators were still looking
into the cause of the Kimsey
Street fire.

The Union County Fire
Department, Sheriff’s Office,

Blairsville Police Department,
Union General EMS and
Blue Ridge Mountain EMC
responded to the blaze, all
coordinated by the professionals
at the Union County E-911
Dispatch Center.
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The blaze resulted in a total loss of the two sheds that caught fire, though fortunately, nobody

was hurt.
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Fireﬁghters supplying .w.ater to ex

tinguish the fire.
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Union County Fire Chief David Dyer checking out the extent of the fire as his firefighters ready

their equipment.

Photo by Shawn Jarrard

& LocaL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

0/1'1/9 ree
Art Centre

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes
563 Gainesville Hwy..1 mile south of town
Blairsville GA 30512
(706) 835-1257
www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs
ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in'FORD Powerstrokes
& All F-Series Trucks

Tom Martin
90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

GHAWNS HOMEFURNISHINS

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the
Back Door We've Got You Covered!”

568 Blue Ridge St.  Blairsville, GA

706-835-1209 f

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm ¢ Sat 9am-4pm * Closed Sun

Randolph Jones

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator,
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic
Tank Repair & Install
Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

706-897-4909

RECOVE,
WAL OVER),
N

PAINT & BODY
(706) 745-9703

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

PAVING

DIVISION INC.

) 706040002988

DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS
SUB DIVISIONS
TAR/GRAVEL

[CommercialgResidential

_ Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

w7 100-745-8685

1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.
www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

GEORGIA
W\ MOVING
Truck Unloading

(@ Juu
Cmall Trailer Loade

20 Years Experience

Stephen Young, owner/Operator
706-970-7573
\ stephengyoung77@gmail.com /

Valentine Trail Ride

90 min guided horseback
trail ride for 2 ~ $110

Treat your special Valentine to a private
ride, professional photographer, s’'mores
and hot cocoa by camp fire. Add’l riders $55.
Advance reservations required

www. Trackrock.com

Michelin
BFG
! Uniroyal

Specializing In:
Alignment « Computer Balancing
Brakes * Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill
Oil Changes

Thomas Tire, Inc.
Auto & Big Truck Service

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

ROCK BOTTOM

Complete Gravel Driveway
Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field
Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly,

Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading,
Large Empty Lot Mowing

“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”
rockbottomdriveway @yahoo.com

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT
Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

E, Trust
d) Integrity
) Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

\/

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478
Cell 706-781-4858

%

TUFSTUF |

Complete Design
Installation
Maintenance
“We go the extra mile

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

~FOR'ALL}YOUR CONCRETEINEEDS/~
Forming through|FEinishing, HouseiSlabs,
Driveways), Sidewalks, Stamped
Colored Concrete. Top Quality/Work!
Big/Jobsiand/'SmalllJobs!

Serving|North|Georgia:since1 99749Insured |

" Call 706-781-1806

Live Oak Pro. Lawn Care

Let the Pros at Live Oak Pro Take Care of all Your

Lawn Care needs, and more!
o Licensed, Bonded & Insured  ®  References

o Residential & Commercial
Call Now for a Free Estimate!

706-400-0033 or 828-557-0612

DOG GROOMING

Located at Pet City Inc. (Blairsville)

® Hair Trimming
® Nail Trimming J
e Full Service Wash

e Flea & Tick Dip
* More Services Available

(706)-487-0686

Ford ¢ Hayesville, NC » 888.342.2282 « Chevrolet, GMC, Buick *Murphy, NC + 888.614.8940
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram ¢ Hayesville, NC « 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC  828.369.5003

ALK JONES

AUTOMOTIVE

We Make Buying Easy!

JACKYJONES.NET




